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When Paul Dreaser(cunposer of Indiana'a state song On The Banks of .
the Wabash) was ‘bom in this house in 1859,'.-it_jwaa a one-story,. two roam

brick with lean-to, shed roof kitchen. The second floor was added by his

father, John Paul Dreiser, two roqns of brick with outside wooden st.aima;f |

Over the years the house was added-nto, changed a.nd the original location
of 318 South Second Stree’o bacame a decided: slum neighborhood In the

LAY
[

= city's urban z‘edevelopnent program, this house was due to be bulldozed, |
80 the Vigo County Hiator:i.cal Society raised the necessary funds to have
4t moved to Fairbanks Park on the banke of the Wabash river.
The orig:lnal two rooms plus the second floor two roms, in other
words, the four-roan brick house was moved to its present, aiﬁe, and the
...shed~-roof ‘Wooden frame kitchen was added later in the restoration work,
The five roans are funushed anthentically and the reatored hane ia now

t.ha seoosnd museum of the Vigo Gounty Kistorical Society.
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, - XX Urban Planning

Aboriginal o1« KK Edueation« 0 0o T[] Political "

[ Prehistoric [} Engineering ] Religion/Phi- B Other (Specify)

K] Historic [ tndustry fosophy Thecdore Dreiser was
[ Agriculture [ Invention [l Science younger brother of Paul|
X Architecture B Londscape [ Scubptore and one room has items
1 Art Architecture [ Secial/Human- pertaining to him;2001t
(] Commerce @ = -+ [{] Literature Co itarian by 200ft.grounds being.
[[J Communications (] Military . ¥X Theater landsgapgﬂ .o pBI::I' o by
Xl Conservation K3 Music [] Transportation  garden clubs in area.

STATEMENT OF SIGNLFICANCE

A highway historical marker is set at Third and Farrington streets, in’
ihe center of the median of U.S.Hipghway 41, directing tourists to site
at First and Farrington, directly west., Another state historical marker
is placed at the front entrance of the house. ‘

The City of Terre Haube and the Vigo County Historical Sociebty felt it
- was important to save for posterity an excellent example of the type
of dwelling of the working man of Terre Haute of the pre-Civil War
period, The fact that Paul Dresser(original name Dreiser)was born in
the house gave it additional importance from the local and state history
angle. He wrote Indiana's state song "On The Banks of the Wabash, Far °
Away."! As one of the most noted popular song writer of the Gay Nineties,
Paul Dresser gained national and intemnaticnal fame as the "King of
‘ Tin Pan Alley." o o
é PR Tt was felt the house was worth saving by the Indlana Historical Society
R a5 it was so typical of the working man's tome before the Civil War, '
' ' A restoration of this period(1859) was unigque in the state,Only mansions
or log cabins had been preserved up 1o this time,The Indiana General _'f__
Assembly has proclaimed the house as a State Shrine & Stgte_ﬁemor?al, o
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AL REFERENCES,

files of Vigo County Historical Society(library ccllection)
Dreiser files in Eli Lilly Library, Indiana University

files of TRIBUNE~STAR PUBLISHING CO.,Terre Haute,Ind.
Dreiser files in University of Pennsylvania Library
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NAME AND TITLE:

(Mrs,)Dorothy J.Clark, Executive Secretary

ORGANIZATICN

Vigo County Historical Society,Inc.

DATE

L-6-1972

STREET AND NUMBER:

-~ 1411 South 6th Street

CITY OR TOWHN:

Terre Haute

STATE

CODE

Indiana

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historie Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this iproperty for inclusion

in the Naticnal Register and cerﬂfy that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
- forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

fevel of significance of this nomination is:

National [ State [ Local {]

Name

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Presetrvation

Title

. Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register,

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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